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Introduction to Polish Student Visas

Obtaining a student visa is a crucial step in your journey to study in Poland. This

comprehensive checklist will guide you through the entire process, from preparation

to approval, ensuring you have all the necessary documents and information.

⚠️ Important Notice

This guide provides general information based on common requirements.

Visa requirements may change over time and can vary based on your

nationality, program of study, and other factors. Always check the official

website of the Polish Embassy or Consulate in your country for the most

up-to-date and specific requirements.

Types of Visas for International Students

Depending on your nationality and the duration of your studies, you may need one of

the following:

Schengen Visa (Type C)

For short stays up to 90 days within a 180-day period. This is suitable for short

courses, language programs, or exchange programs lasting less than 3

months.

MSinPoland

Visa Application Checklist for Poland

A comprehensive guide to help international students navigate the Polish

student visa application process, from preparation to approval.
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Who needs it: Non-EU/EEA citizens who are not exempt from the Schengen

visa requirement.

National Visa (Type D)

For stays longer than 90 days. This is the most common visa for international

students pursuing degree programs in Poland.

Who needs it: Non-EU/EEA citizens planning to study for more than 3 months

in Poland.

Residence Permit

Required for stays longer than one year. You'll typically apply for this after

arriving in Poland with a National Visa.

Who needs it: All non-EU/EEA citizens staying in Poland for more than one

year.

Visa-Free Entry

Citizens of certain countries can enter Poland without a visa for short stays (up to 90

days). However, for study purposes lasting longer than 90 days, a National Visa (Type

D) or residence permit is still required.
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ℹ️ EU/EEA Citizens

If you are a citizen of an EU/EEA country or Switzerland, you do not need a

visa to study in Poland. You only need to register your residence if staying

longer than 3 months.

When to Apply

The visa application process can take time, so it's important to plan ahead:

Start Planning

3-6 months before intended travel

Research visa requirements, gather information about necessary documents,

and check application procedures specific to your country.

Gather Documents

2-3 months before intended travel

Collect all required documents, including university acceptance letter, proof

of accommodation, financial statements, etc.

Submit Application

1-2 months before intended travel

Submit your visa application at the Polish Embassy or Consulate in your

country. Some countries may require you to apply through a Visa Application

Center.

Visa Processing

2-4 weeks



Page 4 of 24

Visa Application Costs

The cost of a Polish student visa varies depending on your nationality and the type of

visa:

Visa Type
Standard Fee

(EUR)
Notes

Schengen Visa

(Type C)
80

Fee may be reduced or waived for

certain categories of applicants

National Visa

(Type D)
80

Fee may vary based on reciprocity

agreements with certain countries

Residence

Permit

Approximately

100-150
Applied for after arrival in Poland

ℹ️ Payment Methods

Visa fees are typically paid in local currency. Check with your local Polish

Embassy or Consulate for accepted payment methods, as they may vary

by location.

Pre-Application Preparation

Before you begin the visa application process, there are several important steps you

should take to ensure a smooth experience. Proper preparation will save you time,

reduce stress, and increase your chances of a successful application.

Essential Pre-Application Steps

The processing time varies by country and season. During peak times

(summer months), it may take longer.
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University Acceptance

Secure official acceptance from a Polish university or educational institution.

This is a prerequisite for applying for a student visa.

Required document: Official acceptance letter (original and copy)

Financial Planning

Ensure you have sufficient funds to cover tuition fees, living expenses, and

return travel. You'll need to provide proof of these funds during the visa

application.

Required document: Bank statements, scholarship letters, or sponsorship

documents

Accommodation Arrangements

Arrange for accommodation in Poland, whether university dormitory, private

rental, or temporary housing for your initial arrival.

Required document: Proof of accommodation (dormitory confirmation, rental

agreement, or hotel reservation)

Health Insurance
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Obtain comprehensive health insurance that covers your entire stay in Poland.

The insurance should cover medical expenses, hospitalization, and

repatriation.

Required document: Health insurance policy certificate

Research and Preparation Checklist

✓ Research Visa Requirements

Check the specific requirements for your nationality on the official website of the Polish

Embassy or Consulate in your country.

✓ Verify Document Requirements

Make a list of all required documents and check if any need to be translated, notarized, or

apostilled.

✓ Check Application Procedures

Determine whether you need to apply in person, through a Visa Application Center, or if

online pre-registration is required.

✓ Schedule Appointments

Book any necessary appointments for visa application submission, biometric data collection,

or interviews well in advance.

✓ Prepare for Interview

If an interview is required, prepare by researching common questions about your study

plans, financial situation, and intentions to return to your home country.

Common Pre-Application Mistakes to Avoid

⚠️ Common Mistakes

Applying too late: Not allowing enough time for visa processing before

your program starts.
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Incomplete documentation: Missing required documents or providing

documents that don't meet specifications.

Insufficient funds: Not having enough financial resources or proper

documentation of funds.

Inconsistent information: Providing contradictory information across

different documents or during interviews.

Ignoring translation requirements: Failing to provide certified

translations of documents not in Polish or English.

💡 Pro Tip

Create a dedicated folder (physical and digital) for all your visa-related

documents. Organize them according to the checklist provided by the

embassy, and make multiple copies of everything. This organization will be

invaluable throughout the application process and when you arrive in

Poland.

Required Documents Checklist

The following documents are typically required for a Polish student visa application.

Always check with your local Polish Embassy or Consulate for the most up-to-date

and specific requirements for your nationality.

ℹ️ Document Preparation

All documents not in Polish or English must be translated by a certified

translator. Some documents may require legalization or an Apostille

certificate. Original documents should be accompanied by photocopies.

Essential Documents

📄 Visa Application Form
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Completed and signed visa application form. This can usually be downloaded from the

Polish Embassy or Consulate website or obtained at a Visa Application Center.

🔖 Valid Passport

Your passport must be valid for at least three months beyond your planned departure from

Poland. It should have at least two blank pages for visa stamps.

🖼️ Passport-Size Photos

Recent (not older than 6 months) color photos meeting the Schengen visa photo

requirements (usually 35mm x 45mm, white background).

🏫 Acceptance Letter

Official acceptance letter from a Polish educational institution, stating the duration and

nature of your studies.

💰 Proof of Financial Means

Bank statements, scholarship award letters, or sponsorship documents proving you can

support yourself during your stay in Poland (typically around 701 PLN per month).

🏠 Proof of Accommodation

Documentation showing where you will stay in Poland (dormitory confirmation, rental

agreement, or hotel reservation for initial stay).

🏥 Health Insurance

Travel medical insurance valid throughout the Schengen area with minimum coverage of

€30,000 for medical emergencies.

Additional Documents

🎓 Educational Certificates

Copies of your previous educational certificates and transcripts, which may need to be

translated and apostilled.

✈️ Travel Itinerary

Flight reservation or travel itinerary showing your planned entry to and exit from Poland.

📝 Motivation Letter



Page 9 of 24

A letter explaining your purpose of study, why you chose Poland, and your plans after

completing your studies.

💼 Proof of Employment (if applicable)

If you are currently employed, a letter from your employer granting leave for your studies.

🧾 Proof of Tuition Payment

Receipt or confirmation of tuition fee payment, if already paid.

📋 Visa Fee Payment Receipt

Proof of payment of the visa application fee.

Document Preparation Tips

Organization

Arrange your documents in the order specified by the embassy or consulate.

Use dividers or labeled folders for easy access during your appointment.

Translations

Have all non-English or non-Polish documents translated by a certified

translator. Attach the original document to its translation.

Copies
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Make at least two sets of copies of all documents. Keep one set for your

records and submit the other with your application.

Digital Backup

Scan all documents and store them in cloud storage that you can access from

anywhere in case of loss or damage to physical copies.

⚠️ Document Verification

The embassy or consulate may verify the authenticity of your documents.

Providing false or forged documents can result in visa rejection and may

affect future visa applications. Always ensure all submitted documents are

genuine and accurate.

Application Process

The visa application process involves several steps, from preparing your application

to attending an interview and waiting for a decision. Understanding each step will help

you navigate the process more efficiently.

Step-by-Step Application Guide

Step 1: Determine Where to Apply

Identify the appropriate Polish diplomatic mission (Embassy or Consulate) in

your country of residence. In some countries, applications are processed

through external Visa Application Centers (VACs).
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Tip: Check the official website of the Polish diplomatic mission in your

country for the most accurate information.

Step 2: Schedule an Appointment

Most Polish diplomatic missions require you to schedule an appointment for

visa application submission. Appointments can usually be booked online

through the embassy website or VAC portal.

Tip: Book your appointment well in advance, especially during peak seasons

(summer months), as slots fill up quickly.

Step 3: Complete the Application Form

Fill out the visa application form completely and accurately. The form is

typically available online on the embassy website or at the VAC.

Tip: Use capital letters if filling out by hand, and ensure all information

matches your supporting documents.

Step 4: Pay the Visa Fee

Pay the required visa application fee. Payment methods vary by location but

typically include bank transfers, credit cards, or cash payments at designated

banks.

Tip: Keep the payment receipt as you'll need to include it with your

application.

Step 5: Submit Your Application

Attend your appointment to submit your application and all required

documents. You may also need to provide biometric data (fingerprints and a

digital photograph) at this time.
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Interview Preparation

If you're required to attend an interview as part of your visa application, being well-

prepared can significantly increase your chances of approval.

Tip: Arrive at least 15 minutes early for your appointment and bring all original

documents along with copies.

Step 6: Attend an Interview (if required)

Some applicants may be required to attend an interview with a consular

officer. The interview typically focuses on your study plans, financial

situation, and ties to your home country.

Tip: Be honest and consistent in your answers. Prepare to explain why you

chose Poland and your specific institution, and what your plans are after

completing your studies.

Step 7: Wait for Processing

After submission, your application will be processed. Processing times vary

but typically range from 2 to 4 weeks for student visas.

Tip: Most embassies provide a tracking system to check your application

status online. Avoid making non-refundable travel arrangements until your

visa is approved.

Step 8: Collect Your Passport and Visa

Once a decision has been made, you'll be notified to collect your passport. If

approved, your passport will contain the visa sticker.

Tip: Check all details on the visa sticker for accuracy, including your name,

passport number, and visa validity dates.



Page 13 of 24

Common Interview Questions

Why did you choose to study in Poland?

Why did you select this specific university and program?

How will this program benefit your future career?

How will you finance your studies and stay in Poland?

What are your plans after completing your studies?

Do you have family or other ties to your home country?

Interview Tips

Dress professionally for the interview

Arrive at least 15 minutes early

Bring all original documents for reference

Speak clearly and confidently

Be honest and consistent with information provided in your application

Demonstrate strong ties to your home country

After Submission
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ℹ️ Application Status

Most Polish diplomatic missions provide a way to track your application

status online. You'll typically receive a tracking number or reference code

when you submit your application. If there's no online tracking system, you

may be able to check your status by phone or email.

⚠️ Additional Information Requests

In some cases, the embassy or consulate may request additional

documents or information during the processing period. Respond promptly

to any such requests to avoid delays in processing your application.

Common Reasons for Visa Rejection

Understanding common reasons for visa rejection can help you avoid potential pitfalls

in your application:

❌ Incomplete or Incorrect Application

Missing information, unsigned forms, or contradictory information across documents.

❌ Insufficient Financial Proof

Inability to demonstrate sufficient funds to cover tuition and living expenses.

❌ Questionable Intent

Failure to convince the consular officer of your genuine intent to study and return to your

home country after completing your studies.

❌ Inadequate Documentation

Missing, expired, or improperly translated documents.

❌ Insufficient Ties to Home Country

Inability to demonstrate strong ties to your home country that would ensure your return after

studies.

💡 Pro Tip
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If your visa application is rejected, you'll receive a notification stating the

reason for rejection. In many cases, you have the right to appeal the

decision or submit a new application addressing the issues that led to the

rejection. Consult with the embassy or an immigration lawyer for guidance

on next steps.

After Visa Approval

Congratulations on receiving your Polish student visa! Now it's time to prepare for

your journey to Poland and the administrative procedures you'll need to complete

after arrival.

Pre-Departure Checklist

Before you leave for Poland, make sure you have everything ready for a smooth

transition:

Travel Arrangements

Book your flight to Poland

Arrange transportation from the airport to your accommodation

Check baggage allowances and restrictions

Inform your university of your arrival date

Financial Preparations

Exchange some currency to Polish Złoty (PLN)

Inform your bank about your travel plans
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Check if your credit/debit cards work internationally

Research banking options in Poland

Health Preparations

Get any necessary vaccinations

Pack essential medications with prescriptions

Bring a basic first aid kit

Make digital copies of your health insurance documents

Document Preparation

Make multiple copies of all important documents

Store digital copies in cloud storage

Prepare a folder with documents you'll need immediately upon arrival

Check if any documents need to be apostilled for use in Poland

Upon Arrival in Poland

After arriving in Poland, there are several important administrative procedures you

need to complete:

Register at Your University

Within the first week
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Visit the International Students Office at your university to complete the

registration process. Bring your acceptance letter, passport with visa, and

other documents requested by the university.

Register Your Residence

Within 4 days of arrival

All foreigners staying in Poland must register their place of residence

(zameldowanie) at the local municipal office (Urząd Miasta or Urząd Gminy).

Bring your passport, visa, and proof of accommodation.

Apply for Temporary Residence Permit

At least 45 days before visa expiry

If you plan to stay in Poland for more than a year, you'll need to apply for a

Temporary Residence Permit at the Voivodeship Office (Urząd Wojewódzki).

This should be done at least 45 days before your visa expires.

Open a Polish Bank Account

Within the first month

Opening a Polish bank account will make managing your finances easier.

Most banks require your passport, visa/residence permit, and proof of

address in Poland.

Get a Polish Phone Number

Within the first week

Having a local phone number is essential for communication with your

university, landlord, and local authorities. You can choose between prepaid

options or monthly plans.
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Temporary Residence Permit

If your studies in Poland will last longer than the validity of your National Visa (Type

D), you'll need to apply for a Temporary Residence Permit:

ℹ️ Temporary Residence Permit Application

The application should be submitted to the Voivodeship Office in your

region. The process typically takes 1-3 months, so apply well before your

visa expires. The permit is usually granted for the duration of your studies

plus 3 months, up to a maximum of 3 years.

Documents Required for Temporary Residence Permit:

📄 Completed Application Form

Available at the Voivodeship Office or online.

🔖 Valid Passport and Visa

Original and copies of all pages with stamps and visas.

🖼️ Photographs

Recent passport-sized photos (usually 4).

🏫 Confirmation of Enrollment

Certificate from your university confirming your student status.

💰 Proof of Financial Means

Bank statements or scholarship confirmation showing you can support yourself.

🏠 Proof of Accommodation

Rental agreement or dormitory confirmation.

🏥 Health Insurance

Valid health insurance policy covering your stay in Poland.

💵 Application Fee Receipt

Proof of payment of the residence permit application fee.
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Student Life in Poland

As you settle into your new life in Poland, here are some resources and tips to help

you adapt:

Student Organizations

Join student organizations like ESN (Erasmus Student Network) or your

university's international student club to meet other students and participate in

events.

Polish Language

Consider taking Polish language courses, even at a basic level. Many

universities offer free or discounted language courses for international

students.

Transportation

Get a student transportation card for discounted public transportation. Most

cities offer significant discounts for students on buses, trams, and trains.

Student Discounts



Page 20 of 24

Your student ID (legitymacja) entitles you to numerous discounts on

transportation, museums, cinemas, and other services throughout Poland.

💡 Pro Tip

Keep all important documents related to your legal stay in Poland (visa,

residence permit, registration certificate) in a safe place, and always carry

copies with you. This will be helpful in case you need to extend your stay

or if you're asked to present your documents by authorities.

Resources and Conclusion

Useful Resources

Here are some valuable resources to help you throughout your visa application

process and stay in Poland:

Official Websites

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Poland

Official Polish Government Portal - Visas

Higher Education in Poland

Office for Foreigners

Student Support Organizations

https://www.gov.pl/web/diplomacy
https://www.gov.pl/web/poland/visas-and-residence-permits
https://www.gov.pl/web/poland/higher-education
https://udsc.gov.pl/en/
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Erasmus Student Network Poland

Polish National Agency for Academic Exchange

Study in Poland

Perspektywy Education Foundation

Practical Information

Cost of Living in Poland

Healthcare for Foreigners in Poland

E-Konsulat (Online Visa Application)

Migrapolis - Support for Migrants

Mobile Apps

Jakdojade - Public transportation app for Polish cities

Revolut/Wise - For managing money and international transfers

Duolingo/Babbel - For learning basic Polish

mObywatel - Official Polish government app for digital documents

Emergency Contacts in Poland

https://esn.pl/
https://nawa.gov.pl/en/
https://www.studyinpoland.pl/en/
https://www.perspektywy.org/en/
https://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-living/country_result.jsp?country=Poland
https://www.nfz.gov.pl/gfx/nfz/en/defaultstronaopisowa/349/10/1/nfz_for_patients_from_abroad_2018.pdf
https://en.e-konsulat.gov.pl/
https://www.migrapolis.pl/en/home-page/
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Service
Phone

Number
Notes

Emergency Number (Police,

Fire, Ambulance)
112

Universal European

emergency number

Police 997 Direct police number

Ambulance 999 Medical emergencies

Fire Brigade 998 Fire emergencies

Municipal Police 986
For non-emergency local

issues

ℹ️ Your Embassy in Poland

It's highly recommended to register with your country's embassy or

consulate in Poland upon arrival. They can provide assistance in case of

emergencies, lost documents, or other issues during your stay.

Frequently Asked Questions

❓ Can I work while studying in Poland?

Yes, international students with a valid visa or residence permit can work in Poland without

an additional work permit. Full-time students can work up to 20 hours per week during the

academic year and full-time during holidays.

❓ Can I travel to other Schengen countries with a Polish student visa?

Yes, a Polish National Visa (Type D) allows you to travel within the Schengen Area for up to

90 days within a 180-day period. A Polish residence permit allows for travel within the

Schengen Area for the duration of its validity.

❓ What if my visa application is rejected?

If your application is rejected, you'll receive a notification with the reason. You can appeal

the decision or submit a new application addressing the issues that led to the rejection.

Consult with the embassy or an immigration lawyer for guidance.
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❓ Can my family members join me in Poland?

Yes, family members can apply for a visa to join you in Poland. Once you have a residence

permit, you can apply for family reunification. The process and requirements vary depending

on your nationality and the family member's relationship to you.

❓ Can I extend my visa if needed?

A National Visa (Type D) cannot be extended within Poland. Instead, you should apply for a

Temporary Residence Permit before your visa expires. This permit can be extended if you

continue to meet the requirements.

Conclusion

Applying for a Polish student visa may seem like a complex process, but with proper

preparation and organization, it can be navigated successfully. This checklist aims to

provide you with comprehensive guidance throughout the entire process, from

preparation to arrival in Poland.

Remember that visa requirements and procedures may change over time, so always

check the official website of the Polish Embassy or Consulate in your country for the

most up-to-date information. Start your application process early, prepare all required

documents carefully, and follow the procedures diligently to increase your chances of

a successful application.

We wish you success in your visa application and an enriching academic and cultural

experience in Poland!

💡 Final Tip

Stay positive and patient throughout the visa application process. If you

encounter challenges, don't hesitate to seek help from your university's

international office, the Polish diplomatic mission, or fellow students who

have gone through the same process. Your determination will pay off with

the rewarding experience of studying in Poland!

© 2025 MSinPoland. All rights reserved.
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For more resources, visit www.msinpoland.com/resources

This guide was last updated on May 2025. Visa requirements and procedures

may change over time.

https://www.msinpoland.com/resources

